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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: RCE filed on 7/14/06. 

• Claims 1, 3-5, 7-8, 10-11, 13-15, 17-18, and 20 are pending; claims 2, 6, 9, 12, 16, 19 
have been withdrawn. 

• IDS filed on 7/14/06 have been reviewed and considered by the examiner. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 7/14/06 has been 
entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7-8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stone et al (EP 07291 18A2) in view of Kondo et al (US 6421523) further in view of 
Konishi et al (US 20020085870). 

Regarding claims 1, 5, and 10, Stone discloses an information processing 
apparatus (fig. 2) comprising layout means for setting a print layout of the document data 
(col. 4, lines 36-44); print instruction means for instructing executing of printing (col. 4, 
lines 43-44); spooling means for spooling the document data as intermediate data of a 
data format different from that of the document data (col. 4, lines 17-25) wherein said 
layout setting means set the print layout on a print setting menu screen of the print driver 
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(col. 5, lines 10-42), wherein said layout setting means sets the number of logical pages 
to be allocated to one physical sheet and a layout of the logical pages on the physical 
sheet (col. 4, lines 32-38). 

Stone does not disclose the information processing apparatus provided with a 
printer driver, comprising finishing command setting means which can set a finishing 
command to a printer as to rotation-sort-output or offset-output document data; counting 
means for counting the number of physical sheets to which the document data of one 
copy whose output is desire is allocated; wherein said finishing command setting means 
sets the finishing command; wherein said finishing command setting means can set an 
automatic mode in which the finishing command is left to decision of the printer driver; 
wherein when automatic mode is set finishing means command setting means disables 
the finishing command if the counting by said counting means shows that the document 
data of one of copy is printed onto one physical sheet, such that the rotation sort output or 
the offset output is not performed and enables the finishing command if the counting by 
said counting means shows that the document data of one copy is printed onto two or 
more sheet, such that the rotation sort output or offset output is performed. 

Kondo, in the same field of endeavor for printing, teaches the information 
processing apparatus provided with a printer driver, comprising finishing command 
setting means which can set a finishing command to a printer as to rotation-sort-output or 
offset-output document data (fig. lib- 12, col. 13, lines 17-24); counting means for 
coimting the number of physical sheets to which the document data of one copy whose 
output is desired is allocated (fig. llb-12, col. 13, lines 17-24); wherein said finishing 
command setting means set the finishing command (fig. llb-12, col. 13, lines 17-24); 
wherein said finishing command setting means can set an automatic mode in which the 
finishing command is left to decision of the printer driver (fig. llb-12, col. 13, lines 17- 
24), wherein when automatic mode is set said finishing means command setting means 
disables the finishing command if the counting by said counting means shows that the 
document data of one copy is printed onto one physical sheet, such that the rotation sort 
output or the offset output is not performed and enables the finishing command if the 
counting by said counting means shows that the document data of one copy is printed 
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onto two or more sheet, such that the rotation sort output or offset output is performed 
(fig. llb-12,col. 13, lines 17-24). 

The motivation for doing so would have been to have the information processing 
apparatus capable of suspending a shifting function of sheet when the sorting function is 
turned on as taught by Kondo (coL 1, line 35). 

The combination of Stone and Kondo fail to teach and/or suggest a selection of 
mode from plurality of modes (enable mode, disable mode, and automatic mode). 

Konishi, in the same field of endeavor for printing, teaches a well-known example 
of selection of mode firom plurality of modes (fig. 6-8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Stone's information processing apparatus to include a 
selection method (i.e. selecting a mode from plurality modes) as taught by Konishi 
wherein if a selected mode is failed, an alternate mode can be used, thereby, operating 
efficiency is improved. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Stone and Kondo with Konishi 
to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claims 3 <& 7, Stone further discloses an apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said counting means executes the counting (fig. 7c) on the basis of said 
intermediate data spooled by said spooling means. 

Regarding claims 4 & 8, Stone further discloses an apparatus comprising 
intermediate data page editing means (col. 4, lines 36-38) for making a layout print 
control of said intermediate data on the basis of the number counted by said counting 
means and print layout set by said layout setting means; intermediate data output means 
(col. 4, lines 19-25) for output means for outputting said edited intermediate data; and 
print data generating means for generating print data firom said outputted intermediate 
data (col. 4, lines 29-25). 



Application/Control Number: 10/014,430 
Art Unit: 2625 



Pages 



Claims 11, 15, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stone et al (EP 07291 18A2) in view of Kondo et al (US 6421523) further in view of 
Kremers et al (US 50077625). 

Regarding claims 11, 15, and 20, Stone discloses an information processing 
apparatus provided with a printer driver, comprising layout settings means for setting a 
print layout of the document data (col. 4, lines 36-44), wherein said layout setting step 
means set the number of logical pages on the physical sheet (fig. 3, col. 4, lines 32-38); a 
user interface provided by the printer driver on which a user activates said layout setting 
means to set the print layout (fig. 1). 

Stone does not disclose the information processing apparatus comprising having 
finishing command setting means which can set a finishing command to a printer driver 
so as to rotation-sort-output or offset-output document; a user interface menu screen, 
provided by the printer driver, on which a user activates said finishing command setting 
means to set the finishing command; counting means for coimting the number of physical 
sheets to which the document data of one copy whose output is desired is allocated, 
wherein said finishing command setting means can set the finishing command in an 
enable state or in a disables state, wherein when the finishing command is set in a the 
enable state and the counting by said coimting means shows that the document data of 
one of copy is printed onto one physical sheet, said finishing command setting means 
changes the finishing command from the enables state to the disabled state. 

Kondo discloses the information processing apparatus comprising having 
finishing command setting means via menu screen user interface (fig. 10) which can set a 
finishing command to a printer so as to rotation-sort-output or offset-output document 
data (fig. llb-12, col. 13, lines 17-24); counting means for counting the number of 
physical sheets to which the document data of one copy whose output is desired is 
allocated (fig. llb-12, col. 13, lines 17-24); wherein said finishing command setting 
means can set the finishing command in an enable state or in a disable state, wherein 
when the finishing command is set in a the enable state and the counting by said counting 
means shows that the docxmient data of one copy is printed onto one physical sheet, said 
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finishing command setting means changes the finishing conmiand from the enables state 
to the disabled state (fig, 1 lb-12, col. 13, lines 17-24). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one skilled in the art to 
combine Stone with Kondo because they are in the same field of endeavor for 
information processing apparatus. The motivation for doing so would have been to have 
the information processing apparatus capable of suspending a shifting fiinction of sheet 
when the sorting function is turned on (Kondo, col. 1, line 35). 

Kremers discloses a user interface, provided by the printer driver menu screen, on 
which a user activates said finishing command setting means to set the finishing 
command (col. 8, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one skilled in the art to 
combine Stone with Kremer that would have been to give the user the capability of 
determining if sheets are offset. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Stone, Kondo, and Kremer to obtain the invention as specified in claims 11,15, and 20. 

Regarding claims 13 & 17, Stone fiirther discloses an apparatus fiirther 
comprising: printing instructing means (col. 4, lines 43-44) for instructing execution of 
printing; and spooling means (col. 4, lines 36-38) for spooling said document data as 
intermediate data of a data format different from that of said document data, and wherein 
said counting means executes the counting on the basis of said intermediate data spooled 
by said spooling means. 

Regarding claims 14 & 18, Stone fiirther discloses an apparatus comprising: 
Intermediate data page editing means (col. 4, lines 36-38) for making a layout print 
control of said intermediate data on the basis of the number counted by said counting 
means and print layout set by said layout setting means; intermediate data output means 
(col. 4, lines 19-25) for output means for outputting said edited intermediate data; and 
print data generating means for generating print data from said outputted intermediate 
data (col. 4, lines 29-25). 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 & 1 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7439. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Thierry L. Pham 



Conclusion 




